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EDUCATION

Ph.D. Agricultural Economics, University of Wisconsin, 1984.
AB Anthropology, University of Chicago, 1975. summa cum laude.
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Quality of Communications Award, American Applied Economics Association, 2023
Fellow, American Applied Economics Association, 2012.
Chevalier de I’Ordre du Mérite Agricole, République Frangaise, 2012.
Presidential Meritorious Rank Award, 2004.
USDA Superior Service Award, USDA, 1994.
Administrator's Superior Service Award, Economic Research Service, USDA, 1991.
Administrator's Special Merit Award, Economic Research Service, USDA, 1990.
Excellence Award for Research, Economic Research Service, USDA, 1989.
Excellence Award for Staff Analysis, Economic Research Service, USDA, 1988.
Henry C. Taylor Doctoral Dissertation Award. University of Wisconsin, 1984.
Phi Beta Kappa, University of Chicago, 1975.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Senior Research Fellow, International Food Policy Research Institute 2015-present
Areas of interest: price volatility, global grain reserves, crop insurance, trade and market

information systems.

Senior Adviser, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)  2022-present

Secretary, Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS) 2022-2024
Senior Non-Resident Fellow, American Enterprise Institute 2016-present
Adjunct Professor, George Washington University 2016-2020

Milken School of Public Health; co-taught the Sustainable Plate, an interdisciplinary course
on sustainability.

Independent Director. Board of Directors, Farmland Partners Inc. 2015-2024
NYSE: FPI. Served on Audit Committee, Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee,
and Compensation Committee.

Chief Economist, U.S. Department of Agriculture 2008-2014
Responsible for the Department's agricultural forecasts and projections and for advising the
Secretary of Agriculture on economic implications of alternative programs, regulations, and
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legislative proposals. Responsible for the Office of the Chief Economist, the World
Agricultural Outlook Board, the Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit analysis, the
Global Change Program Office, the Office of Energy Policy and New Uses and the Office of
Environmental Markets.

Chair, G20 Agricultural Market Information System/Rapid Response Forum 2012-13
Led efforts to minimize market interference and export restrictions during price spikes of
2013.

Chairman, Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) Board of Directors 2008-14
Oversaw product development and financial operation of the FCIC.

Special Doha Agricultural Trade Envoy. U.S. Trade Representative Office. 2007-09
Served as chief US agricultural negotiator in the WTO Doha Round.

Deputy Chief Economist, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 1992-07
President's Council of Economic Advisers. 1991-92

As Senior Staff Economist for Agriculture, assisted Chairman and members of the Council in
advising the President and other departments and agencies within the Executive Branch on
matters dealing with trade, natural resources and agriculture.

Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 1984-91

USAID-Tunisia. 1988
Analyzed drought strategies for the Tunisian Ministry of Agriculture--Office des Cereales.

Agua del Pueblo 1982
Analyzed and evaluated rural water supply and sanitation systems in Sudan, Burkina Faso,
Mali, and Sierra Leone.

Peace Corps Volunteer, Republic of Mali. 1976-78
Taught mathematics, physics, and English (in French) at the secondary school level.

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Editorial Board, Choices, 2015-2019.
Associate Editor, Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics, 2010-2014
Executive Board Member, American Agricultural Economics Association, 2000- 2004
Associate Editor, Review of Agricultural Economics, 1998-2003.
Associate Editor, American Journal of Agricultural Economics. 1991-1994.
AAEA Distinguished Policy Contribution Award Committee. 1993-1995.
AAEA Selected Papers Committee. 1987-89, 1991, 1993

LANGUAGES French, Bambara
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